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19.11 US Cancer Patients Have Better Chances of Survival among Industrialized Nations


On average, Americans who have various types of cancer have markedly better chances of surviving five years compared with cancer patients in other industrialized nations. For several reasons, survival rates for blacks trail these averages.




 Another area in which the U.S. medical system excels is in cancer treatment. Cancer patients live longer in the United States than in any other country in the world. For example, the United States leads the world in cancer survival rates for the leading cancers among women (figure 19.11a). In general, the survival differences between the United States and other countries are even greater for major cancers affecting males, including colon, lung, and prostate cancer. 
  [image: The United States leads the world in female cancer survival rates for the leading causes of cancer deaths.]

 For some of these cancers, such as female breast and cervical cancers, there is a large difference in survival rates for whites compared with blacks. If rates were standardized to account for the higher percentage of blacks in the United States relative to these other nations, the cancer survival differences would be even larger than shown. 
 Some of the apparently superior performance in the United States can be attributed to higher cancer screening rates (figure 19.11b). To the extent that cancers are detected earlier in their course through routine screening, this will increase the percentage of patients in whom cancer is detected who are able to survive five years. 
  [image: Despite more uninsured people in the United States, cancer screening rates for adults 50 and older are much higher in the United States than in Europe.]

 The most important factors in cancer survival are early diagnosis, time to treatment, and access to the most effective drugs. Some uninsured cancer patients in the United States encounter problems with timely treatment and access. However, apparently a larger proportion of cancer patients in other G7 countries face similar barriers to access. For example, waiting times for specialty care are especially problematic in Canada and in the UK. Almost half the improvement in survival rates in the United States in the 1990s can be attributed to the introduction of new oncology drugs. Americans typically get more rapid access to new pharmaceuticals than do citizens in other countries. Consequently, any benefits from new oncology drugs would show up faster in U.S. cancer survival statistics than in countries that have longer lag-times for the introduction of the latest drugs. 
1. Downloads 



 Download PowerPoint versions of both figures. 

 	Figure 19.11a Image Slide (as it appears above)

	Figure 19.11a Editable Slide (can be formatted as desired)

	Figure 19.11b Image Slide (as it appears above)

	Figure 19.11b Editable Slide (can be formatted as desired)
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19.11a The United States leads the world in female cancer survival rates
for the leading causes of cancer deaths
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19.11b Despite more uninsured people in the United States, cancer screening
rates for adults 50 and older are much higher in the United States than in Europe
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